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Forward

by Ms. Barbara Fei

C hildren’choral singing began its boom in mid
Seventies in Hong Kong. Since then, local and
overseas performances by Hong Kong’s children’s choirs
have been warmly received and given focused attention.
Such has reflected the fine qualities and potentials of

children’s choral music made in Hong Kong.

The Hong Kong Treble Choirs’ Association, inaugurated
on November 12, 1997, has a multiple aim to develop
children ‘s choral singing and enhance exchanges among
China, Hong Kong and other countries in the world. The
Hong Kong Treble Choirs’ Association also shares the
vision to nourish and groom these precious music talents
so that they may enjoy healthy growth and be able to

flourish in the Hong Kong music scene.

Hong Kong Treble Choirs’ Association will join hands
with their counterparts in Shenzhen, Guilin and
Guangzhou in China to present the International
Children’s Choirs Festival ‘98 from July 31 to August
14, 1998. Between July 31 and August 3, Hong Kong

will host the World Conference for Children’s Choral
Music ‘98 which embrace music education in Hong
Kong’s primary and secondary schools, training of school
choirs and treble voices and composition of children’s
music. These specialized subjects will be addressed at
depth through paper presentations, seminars and
workshops. Further, three evening concerts will provide
opportunities for exchanges among the participating
children’s choirs. With the theme of “Marching into the
New Century with a United Front of Children’s Voices”
in mind, all children’s choirs will surely sing in total

harmony.

Genres are many in the filed of music. Vocal music is
perhaps the most effective in the expression of human
feelings and sentiments. Sonorous and sincere children’s
voices should probably be the most moving which remind
you and me of our dear childhood days. I hope the
meaningful work by the Hong Kong Treble Choirs’
Association deserves your generous and unfailing

support.



The Introduction of the Hong Kong Treble choir’s Association

I
!l he Hong Kong Treble Choir's Association was established in 1997 by a group of enthusiastic persons
who are fond of children's choral music. The main objectives of the Association are to enhance the development
of the children's choral music and the music education; to promote the choral music in Hong Kong; and to
strengthen the cultural exchange of the children choirs from mainland China and overseas, with the local
children choirs. With the support and guidance from our honorable advisors and most of all, the children's

choral music field, it is hoped to achieve the objectives in the very near future.

The Inauguration Ceremony of the Hong Kong Treble Choirs' Association

. he Inauguration Ceremony of the Hong Kong Treble Choirs' Association was held on November 12,
1997. Nearly a hundred guests from education as well as musical fields attended. We were delighted to
receive over thirty compliments from overseas organizations and friends. It was our greatest honour to have
the Vice-Chief of the Cultural and Sports Department of the Hong Kong New China News Agency, Mr. Liu
Xiao Yian, the Chairman of the Arts Development Council, Mr. Wing-shing Chow and the Head of the
Music Department of the Chinese University of Hong Kong, Professor Wing-Wah Chan, to officiate at the
Ceremony. Ms. Barbara Fei, our Hon. President, and Mr. Leon Shiu-Wai Tong, our president, thanked everyone
who had rendered their full support, encouragement and guidance to our Association. The ribbon cutting
ceremony marked a new epoch of the Hong Kong Treble Choirs' Association. We promise to try our utmost
to work hand in hand with all our friends from the music field to promote the development of children choral

music in Hong Kong and to accomplish our goals.

A few words by our President, Mr. Leon, Shiu-wai Tong

. he founding of the Hong Kong Treble Choirs' Association relies very much on the full support and
generous Sponsorship of the community, and most of all, our directors, a group of enthusiastic children's
chorus lovers. Children's Chorus is now blooming in Hong Kong, China and all over the world. We feel
obliged to promote children's chorus, whose voices are sweet and natural, enabling everybody to enjoy their
singing. Earnestly hope this "TREBLE VOICE" will serve as a bridge among children's choral music lovers
from near and far. With a common cocern and a united effort. We hope to achieve our goals in the very near

future.

Thanks of our Sponsors
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Compliments by the friends near and far to our Inauguration

1. The International Federation for Choral Music is deeply honoured to be associated with these great events.
Claude Tagger
President
INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION FOR CHORAL MUSIC

2. “Asan organiser of international choral life I wish for your Hong Kong treble choirs " Association the chance to be a link
between the wonderful chinese cultural tradition and the worldwide singing community in so many countries.”
Paul Wehde
Founding President of the
INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION FOR CHORAL MUSIC

3. “Itwill play a significant role in the continued development of choral music in Hong Kong, throughout Asia and beyond.”
Dr Ronald Smart, PSM
Vice-President IFCM Asia-South Pacific Region
Artistic Director, IFCM 4th World Symposium on Choral Music

4. “Itis soexciting to hear that the first organization of treble choirs in Hong Kong has been established, and this association
is organizing an international music festival for treble choirs.”
Yoon Hak Won
Seoul Ladies " Singers

5. “With great pleasure we have welcomed the start of our new and faithful friend, the Hong Kong Treble Choirs " Association.”
Yozo Sato
President
All Japan Chorus League

6. "Itis important that there are music educators in the world who are ready to make an effort for the youth. It 1s working for
better future, peace and international understanding.”
Kari Ala-Pollanen
Conductor of Tapiola Choir

7. “Your association will be an important part of this choral experience. You are to be commended for providing the leadership
necessary to complete such a siguificant project.”
James A. Moore, President
American Choral Directors Association

8. "Isend my congratulations and my very best wishes to the Foundation of the Hong Kong Treble Choirs~ Association.”
Eric Ericson
Honorary President IFCM
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Introduction of the board of Director

Tong Shiu-wai

Tong Shiu-wai has been active on the local children's choral music scene for over twenty years. The choirs he conducted include the
Hong Kong Christian Children's Choir, Sai Kung Children's Choir and Hong Kong Children's Choir. He is currently the Honorary Music
Director of the Hong Kong Children's Choir, having been its Deputy Music Director and Music Director-cum-Principal Conductor for
seventeen years. The choirs under his baton have won numerous Jocal and international awards. In 1985, the Hong Kong Children's Choir,
conducted by Tong, came first in the children's choral singing competition at the International Choral festival held in Cantenigros, Spain.
Since then, Tong has been invited to conduct in international events in the United States, Canada, Europe, Asia and Australia, amongst them
the International Societies of Music Education in Seoul and International Choir Festival in Vancouver. In 1994, Tong was awarded an Asian
Cultural Council scholarship to study children's choral music in the United States.

Tong is noted for his unique style of conducting which stirs children's imagination and evokes their feelings, thereby creating a choral tone
that is expressive, dynamic and moving. In 1996, Tong was invited by the International Choral Kathaumixw, Canada to serve on the
international adjudication panel and be the chairman of a conference on children's choral music. He conducted a joint chorus comprising
select members from children's choirs of more than ten countries to perform at the Opening Ceremony of the Festival.

Tong is currently a Director of the International Federation for Choral Music, the Liaison Officer of China’s Treble Choirs Association, the
President of Hong Kong Treble Choir' Association, a Co-opted member on the Music and Dance Committee of the Hong Kong Arts
Development Council and the Music Director-cum-Principal Conductor of Guangzhou Children's Palace Choir,

Ka Ki Lee

Adevotee to promoting children’s chorus and children’s music education, and a guest speaker at music seminars and teaching
demonstrations. Mr Lee's school choir, is a frequent winner of musical awards in the Hong Kong Schools Music Festival . He is the editor
of the music book - Music,Do Re Me and he is currently the panel chairman of St. Stephen's College Preparatory School, the vice president
of the Hong Kong Treble Choir' Association, a committee member of the Hong Kong Schools Music and Speech Association and director
of the Hong Kong Sacred Music Service,

Nancy Loo

Nancy Loo was born in Hong Kong, and started learning the piano at the age of five with Betty Drown. Alter winning numerous first
prizes in competitions in Hong Kong, she was awarded a scholarship to the Juilliard School in New York Lo study with Adele Marcus, She
graduated with a master's degree and then furthered her study with Viado Periemuter in Parts and Guido Agosti in Italy. Aller winning first
prize at the fourth "Rina Sala Gallo" International Competition in Monza, Ttaly, in 1976, she went on (o win several awards in the "Marguerite
Long" International Competition In paris, the "Viotti", "Pozzoli" and "Senigallia" International Competitions in Italy, and the "Premio Jaen"
in Spain.

As an active performer, Loo has given recitals in England, Europe, North America and East Asia besides sharing the stage with many
orchestras as soloist. In Hong Kong she performs regularly with the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra, the Hong Kong Sinfonietta, the
Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra, as well as local and visiting artists. She was named one of the"Ten Outstanding Young Persons” in 1978.
Since 1985, Loo has been teaching at The Hong Kong Academy for performing Arts, the University of Hong Kong. the Hong Kong Baptist
University and the Chinese University of Hong Kong.

Loo recorded two concertos with the Hong Kong Chinese Orchestra in 1988, works by Hong Kong composers for CASH and a piano solo
adapted from hymns. She is currently a presenter of a music programme on Radio 4, Radio Television Hong Kong and writes for magazines
and newspapers.

e a— ——

Chan Kwok Ning

C han Kwok Ning, Principal Conductor of the Hong Kong Yuen Long Children’s Choir. Mr Chan graduated at the H.K. Grantham
College of Education. As awards of The Rotary International Scholarship, he had his further studies in U.K. in 1985. In 1988, he was
appointed by the H.K. Council for Performing Arts to be Music Assessor, and in 1990, he was awarded "The Governor's Commendation of
for Community Service" by the Governor of H.K. on his dedication & contribution to the development of children's music in Hong Kong.
Mr. Chan has been working in the field as conductor over 30 years, and he is now one of the expericed treble Choir conductors in H.K. He
is also the Director of H.K. Treble Choir Assn. and member of C.A.S.H.




Bo Wah Leung

H older of a Bachelor of Arts and Diploma in Education from the School Department of Music of the Chinese University and a Master
Degree in Music Education from the Baptist University of Hong Kong. At present Mr. Leung js pursuing his Doctor of Philosophy at the
University of New South Wales in Australia.

Mr. Leung has been a music teacher in a secondary school for eight years, during which time he was appointed chairman and committee
member of the Music Curriculum Board of the Education Department and Hong Kong Advanced Level Examination Music Curriculum
Commiltee,

Mr. Leung is currently a lecturer of the Fine Arts Department of the Hong Kong Institute of Education, director of Hong Kong Children’s
Choirs” Association, and a committee member of the Secondary School Music Book Review Committee of the Education Department and
Chinese Music Curriculum Committee.

Kwok Leung Chan

Graduated from the Chinese University of Hong Kong. Since 1982 Mr. Chan has been engaged in administrative work for district
music and choir.

= P e —_——

Paulina Wai Ying Wong

M s. Wong entered The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Auts in 1985, Majoring in vocal performance and choral conducting . In
the Academy, she studied vocal and choral conducting with Anne Cheng and Angus Watson respectively. She has appeared in recitals and
operatic production in the Academy. Before graduation Ms Wong was invited by the Dean of Music to work with choirs in the Junior
Academy to perform Brittem's Missa Brevis and The Noye's Fludde, Orff's Carmina Burana with the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra.
She has been notably successful in various choral conducting seminars held at the Academy. In a recent seminar led by Sir David Willcocks
and involving St. John Cathedral Choir, Sir Devid Willcocks commented most favorably on her performancd and on her potential.

In 1984, she gained her Licentiate of Trinity College (L.T.C.L.) Performance and Teacher's Diploma. In 1990, Ms. Wong embarked upon a
master degree course in the University of Sheffield. In England she studied vocal with Margarer Field and she was awarded the Master of
Music Degree.

At present she is the lecturer of the Fine Arts Department in The Hong Kong Institute of Education. Apart from her teaching she frequently
conducts workshops and education seminars for schools, chruches and Music Office. She is the member of The Association of the British
Choral Directors and The Orff Society UK.

Mei Yee Tsang

Agraduate from the Music Department of the Sir Robert Black College of Education, Ms. Tsang furthered her studies in England in
1993 and graduated with an Honors Degree of Bachelor of Philosophy of Creative Arts in Education in Exeter University.

Once a member of the Yuen Long Children Choir she showed tremendous enthusiasm for music education and children chorus development.
Her compilations of Childrens musical plays have frequently drawn favorable reviews and the choir trained by Ms Tsang has often won
awards in various school music contests. In 1990 Ms Tsang was appointed as tutor of the Yuen Long Children Choir and she is currently a
panel chair-person of a secondary school and director of the Hong Kong Treble Choirs' Association.

Siu Lun Fok

Graduated from Hong Kong Polytechnic Institute. He is responsible for the administrative work for the Yuen Long Childrens Choir,
Youth Choir and Youth String Orchestra at Yuen Long Town Hall.

Mr. Fok set up the Pro-Art Institute of Music in 1976 and the Pro-Art Institute of String Study in 1992 while teaching musical theories and
acting as an adjudicator for various music contests.
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A Celebrity's Profile - Barbara Fei by Nancy Loo

Among Hong Kong's music circle, to name a talented, assiduous, vigorous, service-oriented, inspiring, pragmatic, overwhelming
veteran musician, you'll probably come up with a handful. However, as far as amicability, resilience, charisma and exquisiteness are

concerned, you can unequivocally narrow down to one - Barbara Fei.

Fathered by Muo Fei, a reowned film director, Ms Fei, brought up in an artistic family, furthered her piano and vocal studies
in Nanjing, Hong Kong and Paris. Upon completion of her studies, Ms Fei returned to Hong Kong where she staged numerous solo
singing concerts while making appearance on radio and television to promote Chinese operas, for which she has been invited to

perform in New Zealand, America and other Asian cities.

Currently, Ms Fei is the music director and conductor of Ming Yee Choir, set up in 1964 by Ms Fei to promote the art of
chorus and to nurture local music lovers, chair-person of Hong Kong Chorus Association, honorable fellow of Hong Kong Asia
Research Center, director of Pan-Asia Symphony Orchestra, vice president of Hong Kong Ethnic Music Association, principal of
Hong Kong Music Specialist School, committee member of the Music and Dance Trustee Foundation of the Hong Kong Jockey
Club and honorable president of Hong Kong Children Chorus Association.

Since 1996, Ms Fei was delegated as a committee member of the Art Development Board, advisor of Urban and District
Council Board and Hong Kong Affairs followed by a host of various titles and posts crowded her name card and schedules so tightly
that she was compelled with much reluctance to curtail her teaching appointments. However, regardless how hectic it is, Ms Fei
never ever overlooks her own choir, Ming Yee Choir. Not only does she conduct a minimum of two concerts annually, but also she
participates in other major performances. On a regular weekly Saturday basis, Ms Fei supervises all the rehearsals of the choir which

she consciously shows more zealous concern and efforts than her own solo performance.

The success of a concert often makes Ms Fei feel proud of the outstanding performance of the whole choir, let alone her self-
satisfaction. Every time, I'm deeply impressed by the choir chanting incesantly back stage the uplifting slogan - "Ms Fei, let's climb
a new height with our concerted effort.” Throughout he 34 years in the music arena, Ms Fei has turned her dream of forming a choir
into reality with her unreserved devotion, dedication, professionalism, perseverance self-sacrifice and contribution which overwhelm

more people to cherish the blessings of music.

Not many people are aware that Ms Fei has an intimate sentiment towards children chorus. About 10 years ago, Ms Fei
personally trained a group of children choir, the Little Buds. Regarding Children music, Ms Fei feels that, "Children nowadays are
more fortunate and precocious which they tend to take for granted without realizing the most simplistic and natural are the best in
life. Children are born to sing. Humans' relationship with music is rendered the closest when they're at the golden age of childhood."

“Through music, children are able to identify their own egos and innocence. The discipline of the chorus enables children to
enhance their self-identification as well as innate analytical propensity, thereby facilitating their growth psychologically and spiritually.
We have the responsibility of offering children the proper guidance to nurture their well-beings and instill in them a solid music

foundation so as to help them create a promising and wholesome life."

For everything she does including all her official duties, major or minor, her enthusiasm for music and concerns for the
community, Ms. Fei spares no pains and effort to fulfill her responsibilities and obligations without showing the slightest trace of
fatigue and regret. She would like to shoulder what others are reluctant or incapable of doing just for the sake of putting her ideals
into practice. In terms of friendship, Ms Fei is always ready to lend a helping hand when you need her most. Every now and then, she
conveys her concern and support through a phone call or a message. Though forever on the move commuting around China, Hong
Kong, Europe and America, Ms Fei appears to possess inexhaustible energy and momentum with the addition of overflowing love
and care. What drives her to strive so persistently alongside the Hong Kong music circle through thick and thin to uphold her beliefs

without letting go and withdrawing.

Ms Fei's reply was natually matter-of-fact and low key, "I only wish to contribute the best of my abilities to Hong Kong

music whenever the opportunities arise. That's my responsibility and obligation.”
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World Conference for children ‘s Choral Music 98

= Jointly organized by Hong Kong Treble Choirs’ Association International Federation
for Choral Music Hong Kong Schools Music and Speech Association
July 31-August 3, 1998, at the Convention Centre, Hong Kong.

The Program

July 31, 1998

Opening Ceremony.

Keynote Speech by Prof. Royce Saltzman.

Keynote Speech by Prof. Nie Zhong-Ming.

Demonstration on music lessons and children’s choir training
in HK Primary and secondary schools.

Opening Concert at Cultural Centre performed by local and
overseas children choirs.

August 1, 1998

Common Singing led by Mr. Bo johansoon.

Forum: Composing and Arranging Children’s Choral Music.
Facilitator. Prof. Chan Wing-Wah and Speakers from China,
and Hong Kong.

International Reading Session.

Open Rehearsal by Sweden, Adolf Fredrick Girl’s Choir.
Open Rehearsal by China, Guangzhou Children’s Palace Choir.
Concert at City Hall performed by local and overseas children
choirs.
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August 2, 1998

Common Singing led by Mr. Bo Johansson,

Paper Presentation, Six speakers from Europe,
America and Far East

Workshop on children’s choir conducting

Open Rehearsal by Israel, Moran Choir.

Open Rehearsal by USA, Syracuse Children’s choir
Concert at City Hall performed by local overseas
children choirs.

August 3 ,1998

Local Sightseeing Tour:
Gala Dinner.

August 4, 1998

Setting out for Shenzhen, China for those who join the China
Tour and to participate in the “98 International Children’s
Choirs Festival” after the Conference. Or, Heading to Hong
Kong International Airport for final departure.
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Quest for a Place for Children ’s Choral Music in Socity

Mr. Tong Shiu-wai, President of the Hong Kong
Treble Choirs’ Association commented with much regret
that children’s choral singing had always been neglected
in a similar vein as the public overlooked the importance
of environmental issues. Local composer Dr. Victor Chan
considered choral singing an activity conducive to a
child’s social and psychological development and Miss
Wong Wai-ying, a lecturer at the Institute of Education,
added that choral singing could help solve children’s
disciplinary problems and improve their self-image.

Another composer Dr. Chan Kam-biu admitted the
difficulty in rendering Chinese lyries to music and urged
that more chances should be provided for new
compositions to be introduced for public appreciation.
While mr. Lee Ka-ki, Vice president of the Hong Kong
Treble Choirs’ Association was amazed by children’s
remarkable speed to pick up Cantonese songs, Mr. Tong
showed concern over the general lack of repertoire in

Cantonese, both in terms of quality and quantity.

Mrs. Cham Lai Suk-ching, Principal inspector
(Music) of the Education Depertment informed that there
had been no departnental mechanism of the training of
choral conductors. Ms. Winnie Lin of the Music office
said training could certainly broaden the instructors’
outlook and that in turn would be to the benefits of the
children. Being a music teacher himself, Mr. Lee Ka-ki
visited Japan and Mainland China and observed that their
demand for children’s choirs was considerably popular.
Mr. Wai Sing -fat of Hong Kong Schools Music and
Speech Association pointed out the need for better
coordination in the promotion of children’s choirs and

apart from entering for competitions, teachers should be
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receptive to advice by the overseas experts. Dr. Victor
Chan remarked that the supply of courses for choral and
orchestral conductors by the Chinese University of Hong
Kong could never measure up to the market demand, and
Ms. Barbara Fei, honorary President of the Hong Kong
Treble Choirs’ Association saw the alternative for their
Extra-mural Department to provide structured conductor
training courses. Miss Lam of Hong Kong Society for
Music Education reported the findings of their survey
which indicated that the majority of their members had
been looking forward to the setting up of channels for
exchanges of resources among fellow members,

especially for music scores.

The World Conference for Children’s Choral Music
has been scheduled to be held in Hong Kong by the end
of July this year and the programme will comprise
workshops, choral training demonstrations and
performances. Conductors and members of four
children’s choirs from Mainland China, Israel, USA and
Sweden, together with composers and musicians
delegated from overseas, and local choral music workers
totalling no less than five hundred and fifty persons, will
participate in the Conference for the heightening of
standard and exchanges of artistic experiences in

children’s choral music.

Mr. Tong Shiu-wai who is also a director of the
International Federation for Choral Music, sincerely
hoped that children’s choral music could succeed table
tennis in breaking the ice of political differences between
the Chinese government and other countries. Perhaps this
event would serve as the starting point to put the foot

forward.
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