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= Reviewing the past, prospecting the future

The Inauguration Ceremony of the Hong Kong Treble Choirs' Association was successfully completed on November 12 of 1997
We were honoured to have Mr. Liu Xian Yian, Deputy Director of the Cultural and Recreational Depariment of the Hong Kong New
China News Agency, Mr Chow Wing Shing, the Chairman of the Hong Kong Arts Development Council, Prof Chan Wing Wah,
Head of Music Department of the Chinese Universily of Hong Kong and Ms. Barbara Fei, the Honour President of the Hong Kong
Treble Choirs' Association to officiate the Ceremony. We were also very proud to have many eminent musicians and educators to
be our guests.

The establishment of the Hong Kong Treble Choirs' Association was greatly supported by the acceptance of being our advisors
of Dr. Yu Siu Wah, Mr. Yau Yat Heem, Ms. Susanna Chow , Mr. @iu Li, Mr. Ma Geshun, Mr, Nathan Ma, Ms, Mok Fung Yee, Mr. Chan Ho
Choi, Ms. Chan Yuen Han, Prof. Chen Chien Hua, Dr. Chiu Kwan Hung. Dr. Victor Chan, Dr. Cheung Mei Ping, Mr. Luke Yip, Dr. Yip
Wai Hong, Ms. Yip Wing Sie, M. Liu Yunhou, Mr. Nie Zhongming, Dr. Daniel Law, Mr. Law Wing Fai, Dr. Angela Tam, Mr. Yan Liangkun,
Prof. Royce Saltzman and Mr. Christian Ljunggren. In addition, we would like to express our deep gratitude to Mr. Lee Siu Hong and
Mr. Richard Luk to be our Honour Accountant and Legal Advisor respectively; and also to the Siu Fung Group (Jk 2 £ =), Prof. Chen
Chien Hua, Ms. Chan Yuen Han, Dr. Chiu Kwan Hung, and the Hong Kong Ling Liang Kindergarten Alumni Orchestra for their
generous donations.

Since the establishment of the Association last year, the number of members is currently more than a hundred, and it continues
to increase. Reviewing the past year, we have organized a series of activities in 1998. First of all, the "Treble Chorus Singing and
Music Education Seminar” was held in April at the Shatin Town Hall. The seminar was greatly welcomed by all three hundreds
participants. Moreover, the "Future Development of Hong Kong Children's Choirs" Seminar was held in May and representatives
from more than ten music and education organizations joined in the discussion. This Seminar was also reported extensively by
many local journals.

The "World Conference for Children's Choral Music '98" was held from July 31 o August 2 1998 at the Hong Kong Convention
and Exhibition Centre. This was a great event organized by our Association and it was a part of another event called 'The First
Intermnational Treble Chorus Festival' which was started by the World Conference and continued by workshops and performances
held in Shenzhen, Guilin, and Guangzhou for two weeks. The Treble Chorus Festival was sponsored by the Hong Kong Arts
Development Coucil and was jointly presented by the Hong Kong Schools Music and Speech Association and the Hong Kong
Treble Choirs' Association. The three concerts in the World Conference were jointly presented by the Provisional Urban Council, the
International Federation for Choral Music and the Chinese Treble Chorus Association. The impact of the Conference and the
Festival was great because this was the first fime to have an international conference and music festival for children's choral music
in Hong Kong and China.

I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude to the Adolf Fredrik Gitls' Choir from Sweden, the Syracuse Children’s
Chorus from the USA, the Moran Choir from Israel, the Guangzhou Children's Paiace Choir, the Hong Kong Children's Choir, the
Yuen Long Children's Choir, and the Music Office Children's Choir for their active participation and performances, as well as to Dr.
Victor Chan for his new composition especially for the event, and the Hong Kong Sinfonietta for their accompaniment. Besides, the
assistance and support from the Music Section of the Advisory Inspectorate in the Education Department were also much
appreciated for their coordination with local music teachers. As a result, more than 230 local music feachers and more than 600
foreign participants from 16 countries joined in the Conference. Supported by local and overseas musicians and educators, the
success of the World Conference indicates that children's choral singing is mostly treasured. In the future. our Association wishes to
devote our time, effort and resources to further development of children’s choral singing in Hong Kong.

Looking forward to the future, we have applied financial supports from the Hong Kong Arts Development Council to Implement
the following plans. First we would like to invite Dr. Jing Ling Tam from the USA to hold a workshop for local freble choir conductors
and trainers between May and June, 1999. Further, we would like to organize a tour to participate in the "World Choral Festival'
held in Rotterdam, the Netherlands in July, 1999. In order to encourage new compositions for children’s choirs, we plan to organize
an international composition contest for children’s choral music, which will be held between June 1999 and March 2000. We also
wish to establish a Choral Music Databank to provide ways of searching related information and marterials for freble choir conductors
and trainers.

On the other hand, we have rented an office for the Association in November, and we have also hired Ms. Hui Yeuk Hing to be
our full-time executive officer. Besides, we are going to establish an Executive Committee for the implementation of the above
plans and to communicate between members and the Board of Directors.

The success of the Hong Kong Treble Choirs' Association totally depends on the support and participation of all members. |
look forward to seeing the active participation by all members in the future activities.

Last but not least, | must express again my deep gratitude to Ms. Barbara Fei, our Honour President, Mr. Lee Ka Ki, the Vice
President, and all the directors including Mr. Chan Kwok Leung, Mr. Chan Kwok Ning, Ms. Nancy Loo, Mr. Leung Bo Wah, Ms. Wong
Wai Ying. Paulina, Mr. Fok Siu Lun, and Ms. Tsang Mei Yee for their unfailing support to the Association.

TONG shiu-wai
President
The Hong Kong Treble Choirs' Association
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